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1
RELAY DEVICE

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

The present invention relates to a relay device that relays
data between buses, in particular to a relay device used for
in-vehicle network.

2. Related Art

In an in-vehicle network installed in a vehicle, a plurality of
ECUs (Electronic Control Units) that control hardware of the
vehicle are connected through CAN (Controller Area Net-
work) buses and the buses are connected through a gateway
device.

Such a gateway device for vehicle, which is connected
between a plurality of buses and transmits data, is disclosed in
JP 2007-243322 A.

SUMMARY

By the way, an external diagnosis device may rewrite soft-
ware of the gateway device. While rewriting the software of
the gateway device itself, to reduce processing load in order to
reduce the rewriting time, it is desired to prohibit other pro-
cessing, that is, data transmission between the ECUs.

However, there is a problem that an error code is stored if
data which is periodically transmitted between the ECUs and
is assumed to be periodically received is not received.

A relay device of the present invention includes a process-
ing unit and is located between network buses to which a
plurality of electronic control devices are communicably con-
nected. The processing unit prohibits transfer processing of
data from each electronic control device connected to the
network bus while software in the relay device is being rewrit-
ten by an external device. Further, the processing unit allows
transfer processing of prohibition data, which is transmitted
from the external device and which indicates at least either
one of transmission prohibition of periodic transmission data
and storage prohibition of a failure code into each electronic
control device by not receiving the periodic transmission data
in each electronic control device, to the network buses.

According to one aspect of the present invention, the pro-
hibition data is valid only for a predetermined period of time
from when each electronic control device receives the prohi-
bition data. Each electronic control device returns to an
operational state prior to receive the prohibition data after the
predetermined period of time, which is a valid period of the
prohibition data, elapses from when receiving the prohibition
data. The processing unit receives the prohibition data from
the external device at a cycle shorter than or equal to the
predetermined period of time while the software is being
rewritten.

Further, a relay device of the present invention includes a
processing unit and is located between network buses to
which a plurality of electronic control devices are communi-
cably connected. The processing unit transmits prohibition
data, which indicates at least either one of transmission pro-
hibition of periodic transmission data and storage prohibition
of a failure code into each electronic control device by not
receiving the periodic transmission data in each electronic
control device connected to the network bus, to the network
buses while the software in the relay device is being rewritten.

Further, according to one aspect of the present invention,
the prohibition data is valid only for a predetermined period
of time from when each electronic control device receives the
prohibition data. Each electronic control device returns to an
operational state prior to receive the prohibition data after the
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predetermined period of time, which is a valid period of the
prohibition data, elapses from when receiving the prohibition
data. The processing unit transmits the prohibition data to the
network buses at a cycle shorter than or equal to the prede-
termined period of time while the software is being rewritten.

According to the present invention, it is possible to rewrite
software with a small processing load without causing a com-
munication failure of ECU while rewriting software of arelay
device itself.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a configuration of an
in-vehicle network including a relay device according to a
first embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a sequence diagram showing an operation proce-
dure of the relay device according to the first embodiment of
the present invention;

FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing a configuration of an
in-vehicle network including a relay device according to a
second embodiment of the present invention; and

FIG. 4 is a sequence diagram showing an operation proce-
dure of the relay device according to the second embodiment
of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Hereinafter, embodiments of the present invention will be
described with reference to the drawings.
First Embodiment

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a configuration of an
in-vehicle network including a relay device according to the
first embodiment of the present invention.

An external diagnosis device 10 and a relay device 20 are
connected through a CAN bus 1 that is a type of the CAN bus.
The relay device 20 and the ECUs 30 and 40 are connected
through a CAN bus 2 that is another CAN bus. The relay
device 20 and the ECUs 50 and 60 are connected through a
CAN bus 3 that is further another CAN bus. The CAN bus is
atype of a network bus that connects a plurality of electronic
control devices to be able to communicate with each other. In
this way, the relay device 20 is located between the network
buses to which a plurality of electronic control devices are
communicably connected.

The relay device 20 and the ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60 are
connected by not only the CAN bus, but also other in-vehicle
equipment network buses, to which a plurality of electronic
control devices are communicably connected, such as a net-
work using a LIN (Local Interconnect Network) or an XCP
(Universal Calibration Protocol).

The external diagnosis device 10 is an external device that
diagnoses a failure of the vehicle and a theft prohibition
function. The external diagnosis device 10 has a function to
rewrite software of the relay device 20.

The relay device 20 is a device that relays data transmis-
sion/reception between the ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60 and also
relays communication between the external diagnosis device
10 and the ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60. The relay device 20 is, for
example, a gateway device.

The ECUs 30,40,50, and 60 are electronic control devices,
which are units that control the engine ignition timing, fuel
injection, idling-stop, and the like.

The relay device 20 includes a reception IF 110, a trans-
mission [F 120, and a processing unit 130.

The reception IF 110 is a unit that receives a signal trans-
mitted from the external diagnosis device 10 or the ECU 30,
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40, 50, or 60. The transmission IF 120 is a unit that transmits
a signal to the external diagnosis device 10 or the ECU 30, 40,
50, or 60.

The processing unit 130 is a computer including a proces-
sor such as a CPU (Central Processing Unit) and a memory
such as a ROM (Read Only Memory) to which a program is
written and a RAM (Random Access Memory) for tempo-
rarily storing data. The processing unit 130 includes a transfer
processing unit 132 and a software rewrite processing unit
134. The processing unit 130, which is a computer, executes
a program, and thereby each unit included in the processing
unit 130 is realized. The computer program can be stored in
any computer-readable storage medium.

Each unit included in the processing unit 130 may not only
berealized by executing a program, but also may be formed as
dedicated hardware including one or more electrical compo-
nents.

The software rewrite processing unit 134 performs rewrite
processing of various software included in the relay device
20. The software rewrite processing unit 134 performs the
rewrite processing of software according to software rewrite
data received from the external diagnosis device 10 through
the reception IF 110.

Next, an operation of transfer processing performed by the
transfer processing unit 132 will be described in detail.

FIG. 2 is a sequence diagram showing an operation proce-
dure of the relay device according to the first embodiment of
the present invention. Time proceeds in a direction of an
arrow t.

When the external diagnosis device 10 rewrites the soft-
ware in the relay device 20, the transfer processing unit 132
transfers data which is transmitted from the external diagno-
sis device 10 and is necessary for the ECUs to the ECUs 30,
40, 50, and 60.

First, an extended session transition command is transmit-
ted from the external diagnosis device 10 to the relay device
20 (S110). The extended session transition command is a
command to perform mode transition before rewriting the
software in the relay device. The transfer processing unit 132
transmits the extended session transition command to the
ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60. The ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60 transit
to a mode before rewriting the software.

Next, a failure code setting stop command is transmitted
from the external diagnosis device 10 to the relay device 20
(8120). The failure code setting stop command is a command
for a failure code not to be stored even when the ECU 30, 40,
50, or 60 detects a failure. The failure code setting stop
command is a command that is valid only for a predetermined
period of time.

The transfer processing unit 132 transmits a command to
prevent failure code setting from being performed to the
ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60. When the ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60
receive this command, the ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60 do not
store a failure code even if detecting a failure only for the
predetermined period of time.

Next, a control communication stop command is transmit-
ted from the external diagnosis device 10 to the relay device
20 (S130). The control communication stop command is a
command to prohibit communication related to control to
devices connected to the CAN buses 2 and 3. The control
communication stop command is a command that is valid
only for the predetermined period of time.

The transfer processing unit 132 transmits the control com-
munication stop command to the ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60.
When the ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60 receive this command, the
ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60 do not perform any communication
related to control to devices connected to the CAN buses 2
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and 3 at all only for the predetermined period of time. The
communication related to control is, for example, communi-
cation of vehicle speed data. Communication data related to
control is periodically transmitted to all of the ECUs 30, 40,
50, and 60 if not prohibited.

The transfer processing unit 132 prohibits transfer process-
ing of periodic transmission data related to control from each
of the ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60.

Next, a failure code setting stop state and control commu-
nication stop state maintenance command is transmitted from
the external diagnosis device 10 to the relay device 20 (S140).
The failure code setting stop state and control communication
stop state maintenance command is a command to maintain
the failure code setting stop state and a command to maintain
the control communication stop state. The failure code setting
stop state and control communication stop state maintenance
command is a command that is valid only for the predeter-
mined period of time.

The transfer processing unit 132 transmits the failure code
setting stop state and control communication stop state main-
tenance command to the ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60. When the
ECUs 30,40, 50, and 60 receive this command, the ECUs 30,
40, 50, and 60 maintains a state in which the ECUs 30, 40, 50,
and 60 do not store a failure code even if detecting a failure
and do not perform any communication related to control to
devices connected to the CAN buses 2 and 3 at all only for the
predetermined period of time.

Next, data to rewrite the software in the relay device 20 is
transmitted from the external diagnosis device 10 to the relay
device 20. The software rewrite processing unit 134 performs
processing to rewrite the software in the relay device 20 on the
basis of the transmitted data. The data to rewrite the software
in the relay device 20 is distributed and transmitted. The
software rewrite processing unit 134 performs the processing
to rewrite the software in the relay device 20 one after another.

While the software rewrite processing unit 134 performs
the processing to rewrite the software in the relay device 20,
the failure code setting stop state and control communication
stop state maintenance command, which is the same com-
mand as that transmitted in step S140, is transmitted from the
external diagnosis device 10 to the relay device 20 (S150).
The transfer processing unit 132 transfers the failure code
setting stop state and control communication stop state main-
tenance command to the ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60. When the
ECUs 30,40, 50, and 60 receive this command, the ECUs 30,
40, 50, and 60 continuously do not store a failure code even if
detecting a failure and do not perform any communication
related to control to devices connected to the CAN buses 2
and 3 at all only for the predetermined period of time.

It is required to rewrite the software in the relay device 20
in a short period of time, so that the relay device 20 wants to
focus on the software rewrite processing by reducing other
processing as much as possible. By stopping transmission
related to control to the ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60, the relay
device 20 can omit processing normally performed by the
relay device 20, which is transmission and reception of data
related to control to and from the ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60.

While the software in the relay device 20 is being rewritten,
the failure code setting stop state and control communication
stop state maintenance command is transmitted from the
external diagnosis device 10 to the relay device 20 at a cycle
shorter than or equal to the predetermined period of time
(S160). Every time the command is transmitted, the transfer
processing unit 132 transmits the failure code setting stop
state and control communication stop state maintenance com-
mand to the ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60. The transfer processing
unit 132 transfers nothing other than the failure code setting
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stop state and control communication stop state maintenance
command to the ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60. When the prede-
termined period of time is 5 seconds, the cycle shorter than or
equal to the predetermined period of time is set to 2 seconds.

Specifically, the transfer processing unit 132 transfers the
failure code setting stop state and control communication
stop state maintenance command, so that the transfer process-
ing unit 132 allows transfer processing of prohibition data,
which indicates at least either one of transmission prohibition
of periodic transmission data and storage prohibition of a
failure code into each of the ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60 by not
receiving the periodic transmission data in each of the ECUs
30, 40, 50, and 60, to the CAN buses 2 and 3.

Further, the transfer processing unit 132 prohibits transfer
processing of data related to control from the ECUs 30, 40,
50, and 60 from the processing in step S130.

Therefore, it is possible to prevent the problem that an error
code is stored if data which is periodically transmitted
between the ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60 and is assumed to be
periodically received is not received. In this way, it is possible
to rewrite the software in the relay device 20 without causing
a communication failure between the ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60
and without applying an unnecessary load to the relay device
20.

When the rewrite of the software in the relay device 20 is
completed, the failure code setting stop state and control
communication stop state maintenance command is not trans-
mitted from the external diagnosis device 10 to the relay
device 20. Therefore, the transfer processing unit 132 does
not transmit the failure code setting stop state and control
communication stop state maintenance command to the
ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60.

When the rewrite of the software in the relay device 20 is
completed, the ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60 do not receive the
next failure code setting stop state and control communica-
tion stop state maintenance command within the predeter-
mined period of time from when receiving the failure code
setting stop state and control communication stop state main-
tenance command, so that the ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60 release
the failure code setting stop state and the control communi-
cation stop state after the predetermined period of time
elapses.

Thereby, the ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60 returns to an opera-
tional state prior to the step 9110. In other words, after the
predetermined period of time elapses from when the ECUs
30, 40, 50, and 60 receive data indicating the failure code
setting stop state and control communication stop state main-
tenance command, the ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60 return to an
operational state prior to receive the data.

When the rewrite of the software in the relay device 20 is
completed, the external diagnosis device 10 transmits an IG
OFF/ON command to the relay device 20 and restarts the
relay device 20. Thereby, the rewrite of the software in the
relay device 20 by the external diagnosis device 10 is com-
pleted and the relay device 20 shifts to a normal state.

Regardless of whether or not the rewrite of the software in
the relay device 20 is completed, if the ECUs 30, 40, 50, and
60 do not receive the next failure code setting stop state and
control communication stop state maintenance command
within the predetermined period of time from when receiving
the failure code setting stop command, the control commu-
nication stop command, or the failure code setting stop state
and control communication stop state maintenance com-
mand, the ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60 return to the operational
state prior to the step S110.

Thereby, for example, if a connector connecting the exter-
nal diagnosis device 10 and the relay device 20 comes off
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while the software is being rewritten, it is possible to prevent
a retry operation of the rewrite from not being able to be
normally performed because a periodic transmission prohi-
bition state is not released.

According to the present invention, while the software is
being rewritten by the external diagnosis device 10, the trans-
fer processing unit 132 of the relay device 20 prohibits the
transfer processing of the control communication data from
each of the ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60 connected to the CAN
buses 2 and 3 and allows transfer, processing of the prohibi-
tion data, which is transmitted from the external diagnosis
device 10 and which indicates at least either one of the trans-
mission prohibition of periodic transmission data and the
storage prohibition of a failure code into each of the ECUs 30,
40, 50, and 60 by not receiving the periodic transmission data
in each of the ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60, to the CAN buses 2
and 3.

If the processing as described above is not performed, a
problem as described below also occurs.

In an environment in which the external diagnosis device
10 can directly communicate with the ECUs 30, 40, 50, and
60, a failure code store stop signal and a failure code store stop
state maintenance signal can be transmitted to the ECUs 30,
40, 50, and 60, so that the ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60 do not
erroneously detect a failure. However, when the relay device
20 is located between the external diagnosis device 10 and the
ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60, the ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60 cannot
directly receive a signal transmitted by the external diagnosis
device 10. While the software in the relay device 20 is being
rewritten, the relay device 20 may transmits command data
dedicated to rewriting of software to the ECUs 30, 40, 50, and
60. However, in this case, it is necessary to implement com-
mand data processing dedicated to rewriting of software of
the relay device 20 and perform failure code store stop pro-
cessing.

In the present embodiment, the command data processing
dedicated to rewriting of software is not required.

Further, according to the present embodiment, while the
software in the relay device 20 is being rewritten, the transfer
processing unit 132 transfers data of the failure code setting
stop state and control communication stop state maintenance
command transmitted from the external diagnosis device 10
to each of the ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60, so that it is possible to
rewrite the software in the relay device 20 without causing a
communication failure between the ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60
and without applying an unnecessary load to the relay device
20.

Further, according to the present embodiment, the prohi-
bition data, which indicates at least either one of the trans-
mission prohibition of periodic transmission data and the
storage prohibition of a failure code into each of the ECUs 30,
40, 50, and 60 by not receiving the periodic transmission data
in each of the ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60, is valid only for the
predetermined period of time from when each of the ECUs
30, 40, 50, and 60 receives the prohibition data, and the ECUs
30, 40, 50, and 60 return to an operational state prior to the
prohibition data is received after the predetermined period of
time, which is a valid period of the prohibition data, elapses
from when the ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60 receive the prohibi-
tion data. While the software is being rewritten, the transfer
processing unit 132 of the relay device 20 receives the prohi-
bition data from the external diagnosis device 10 at a cycle
shorter than or equal to the predetermined period of time and
transmits the prohibition data.

Thereby, for example, if a connector connecting the exter-
nal diagnosis device 10 to the CAN bus 1 comes off while the
software is being rewritten, it is possible to prevent a retry
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operation of the rewrite from not being able to be normally
performed because a periodic transmission prohibition state
is not released.

Second Embodiment

Next, a relay device according to the second embodiment
of the present invention will be described.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing a configuration of an
in-vehicle network including the relay device according to the
second embodiment of the present invention. The same com-
ponents as those in the relay device according to the first
embodiment shown in FIG. 1 are denoted by the same refer-
ence numerals as those in FIG. 1. For the components denoted
by the same reference numerals as those in FIG. 1, see the
above description of FIG. 1.

In the relay device 220 according to the second embodi-
ment, while the software in the relay device 220 itself is
rewritten, commands from the external diagnosis device 210
to the ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60 are not transmitted to the relay
device 220. Instead, the relay device 220 periodically trans-
mits a necessary command to the ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60.

The connection between the external diagnosis device 210
and the relay device 220 and the connection between the relay
device 220 and the ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60 are the same as
those in the first embodiment.

The external diagnosis device 210 is different from the
external diagnosis device 10 of the first embodiment in a point
that the external diagnosis device 210 does not transmits
commands directed to the ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60 to the relay
device 220.

The relay device 220 includes a storage unit 240.

The storage unit 240 may be any non-volatile storage
device or a combination of a non-volatile storage device and
a volatile storage device, which includes a semiconductor
memory and a hard disk device (HDD, Hard Disc Driver).
The storage unit 240 stores the extended session transition
command, the failure code setting stop command, the control
communication stop command, and the failure code setting
stop state and control communication stop state maintenance
command as a predefined command set.

The relay device 220 includes a transmission processing
unit 232 instead of the transfer processing unit 132.

Accordingly, the relay device 220 includes a processing
unit 230 instead of the processing unit 130.

Next, an operation of transmission processing performed
by the transmission processing unit 232 will be described.

FIG. 4 is a sequence diagram showing an operation proce-
dure of the relay device 220 according to the second embodi-
ment.

When software rewrite data is transmitted from the exter-
nal diagnosis device 210, the software rewrite processing unit
134 performs processing to rewrite the software in the relay
device 220 itself on the basis of the transmitted data.

When the software rewrite data is transmitted, the trans-
mission processing unit 232 successively transmits the
extended session transition command, the failure code setting
stop command, and the control communication stop com-
mand, which are stored in the storage unit 240, to the ECUs
30, 40, 50, and 60 (S210, S220, and S230).

While the software is being rewritten, the transmission
processing unit 232 periodically transmits the failure code
setting stop state and control communication stop state main-
tenance command stored in the storage unit 240 to the ECUs
30, 40, 50, and 60 at a cycle shorter than or equal to the
predetermined period of time (S240 and S250).

Thereby, the ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60 maintains a state in
which the ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60 do not store a failure code
even if detecting a failure and do not perform any communi-
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cation related to control to devices connected to the CAN
buses 2 and 3 at all only for the predetermined period of time.

While the software is being rewritten, the processing unit
230 prohibits transfer processing of data related to control
from the ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60. In this way, in the same
manner as in the first embodiment, it is possible for the ECUs
30, 40,50, and 60 to prevent the problem that an error code is
stored if data which is periodically transmitted between the
ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60 and is assumed to be periodically
received is not received. Further, it is possible to rewrite the
software in the relay device 20 without causing a communi-
cation failure between the ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60 and
without applying an unnecessary load to the relay device 20.

The process after completing the rewrite of the software in
the relay device 220 is the same as that in the first embodi-
ment.

Before the software rewrite data is transmitted, in the same
manner as in the first embodiment, control commands
directed to the ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60 may be transmitted
from the external diagnosis device 210 and the control com-
mands may be transferred to the ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60. In
this case, the transmission processing unit 232 performs only
processing to periodically transmits the failure code setting
stop state and control communication stop state maintenance
command to the ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60 while the software
is being rewritten.

In the present embodiment, although commands are not
transmitted from the external diagnosis device 210 to the
ECUs 30, 40,50, and 60 while the software in the relay device
220 is being rewritten, the relay device 220 autonomously
transmits the failure code setting stop state and control com-
munication stop state maintenance command stored in the
storage unit 240 to the ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60 at a cycle
shorter than or equal to the predetermined period of time
which is a valid period of time of the command.

According to the present embodiment, while the software
in the relay device 220 is being rewritten, the transmission
processing unit 232 transmits the prohibition data, which
indicates at least either one of the transmission prohibition of
periodic transmission data and the storage prohibition of a
failure code into each of the ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60 by not
receiving the periodic transmission data in each of the ECUs
30, 40, 50, and 60 connected to the CAN buses 2 and 3, to the
CAN buses 2 and 3.

Thereby, it is possible to rewrite the software in the relay
device 220 without causing a communication failure between
the ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60 and without applying an unnec-
essary load to the relay device 220 by transmitting the prohi-
bition data that prohibits the communication between the
ECUs 30, 40,50, and 60 and prohibits storing of a failure code
to the CAN buses 2 and 3 while the software in the relay
device 220 is being rewritten.

Even when the failure code setting stop command, the
control communication stop command, and the like cannot be
received from the external diagnosis device 210, the relay
device 220 can detect that the software in the relay device 220
itself is being rewritten and autonomously transmit signals of
these commands, so that communication toughness is
improved.

Further, according to the present embodiment, the prohi-
bition data, which indicates at least either one of the trans-
mission prohibition of periodic transmission data and the
storage prohibition of a failure code into each of the ECUs 30,
40, 50, and 60 by not receiving the periodic transmission data
in each of the ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60, is valid only for the
predetermined period of time from when each of the ECUs
30, 40, 50, and 60 receives the prohibition data, and the ECUs
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30, 40, 50, and 60 return to an operational state prior to the
prohibition data is received after the predetermined period of
time, which is a valid period of the prohibition data, elapses
from when the ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60 receive the prohibi-
tion data. While the software is being rewritten, the transmis-
sion processing unit 232 of the relay device 220 transmits the
prohibition data at a cycle shorter than or equal to the prede-
termined period of time.
Thereby, for example, if a connector connecting the exter-
nal diagnosis device 210 to the CAN bus 1 comes off while
the software is being rewritten, it is possible to prevent a retry
operation of the rewrite from not being able to be normally
performed because a periodic transmission prohibition state
is not released.
According to the present embodiment, it is not necessary
for the relay device 220 to newly define and transmit a signal
indicating the rewriting of the software in the relay device 220
itself. Thereby, it is not necessary to add processing related to
the failure code store stop while the software in the relay
device 220 is being rewritten and the maintenance of the state
to the ECUs 30, 40, 50, and 60, which cannot directly receive
signals from the external diagnosis device 210.
Embodiments of the present invention are not limited to the
embodiments described above, but maybe variously modified
within a scope not deviating from the gist of the present
technique.
What is claimed is:
1. A relay device including a processing unit and being
located between network buses to which a plurality of elec-
tronic control devices are communicably connected, wherein
while software in the relay device is being rewritten by an
external device, the processing unit is configured to:

prohibit transfer processing of data from each electronic
control device connected to the network bus; and

allow transfer processing of a maintenance command from
the external device to the network buses, the mainte-
nance command indicating at least either one of main-
taining the prohibit transfer processing in each elec-
tronic control device and maintaining storage
prohibition of a failure code in each electronic control
device,

wherein

10

the maintenance command is valid only for a predeter-
mined period of time from when each electronic control
device receives the maintenance command,
each electronic control device is configured to return to an
5 operational state prior to receiving another instance of
the maintenance command after the predetermined
period of time, which is a valid period of the mainte-
nance command, elapses from when the maintenance
command is received, and
the processing unit is configured to receive the mainte-
nance command from the external device at a cycle
shorter than or equal to the predetermined period of time
while the software is being rewritten.

2. A relay device including a processing unit and being
located between network buses to which a plurality of elec-
tronic control devices are communicably connected, wherein

while software in the relay device is being rewritten, the

processing unit is configured to:
prohibit transfer processing of data from each electronic
control device connected to the network bus; and

transmit a maintenance command to the network buses, the
maintenance command indicating at least either one of
maintaining the prohibit transfer processing in each
electronic control device and maintaining storage pro-
hibition of a failure code in each electronic control
device,

wherein

the maintenance command is valid only for a predeter-

mined period of time from when each electronic control
device receives the maintenance command,

each electronic control device is configured to return to an

operational state prior to receiving another instance of
the maintenance command after the predetermined
period of time, which is a valid period of the mainte-
nance command, elapses from when the maintenance
command is received, and

the processing unit is configured to transmit the mainte-

nance command to the network buses at a cycle shorter
than or equal to the predetermined period of time while
the software is being rewritten.
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